
• Complete Designs
• Pools
• Walkways
• Masonry
• Turf
• Decks
• Irrigation
• Retaining Walls
• Ponds
• Patios
• Fences
• Water Features
• Hillside Specialist

Complimentary
3D package

With any contact 
of 25K or more.
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Think Outside
HILLSIDE SPECIALIST

I n California’s warm and inviting climate, 
there’s no better way to enhance your 
outdoor living experience than by creating a 

backyard oasis. With a perfect blend of relaxation, 
entertainment, and natural beauty, a well-
designed space can transform your yard into a 
haven that captures the essence of California 
outdoor living. 

Let’s explore the key elements that will help 
you craft a backyard oasis that truly stands out.

Pool and Spa
A luxurious pool and spa are the crown jewels 

of any backyard oasis. Whether you prefer a 
sleek and modern design or a natural, free-form 
shape, a well-designed pool and spa combination 
provides a refreshing escape from the California 
sun. Consider incorporating features like 
cascading waterfalls, underwater lighting, and 
comfortable seating areas to elevate your pool 
and spa experience.

Sunken Fire Pit
No backyard oasis is complete without a cozy 

gathering spot for evenings under the stars. A 
sunken fire pit not only provides warmth but also 
adds an inviting ambiance to your outdoor space. 
Surrounded by comfortable seating and adorned 
with natural stone or brickwork, a sunken fire pit 
becomes the heart of your backyard oasis, where 
family and friends can gather, share stories, and 
create lasting memories.

Decking and Retaining Walls
Creating different levels in your backyard not 

only adds visual interest but also maximizes the 
available space. Incorporate stylish decking to 
connect various areas of your oasis, providing 

a seamless flow between the pool, fire pit, 
and covered patio. Additionally, strategically 
placed retaining walls can add depth and create 
functional terraces, allowing you to showcase 
beautiful plants and greenery while adding 
privacy and structure to your outdoor haven.

Covered Patio
In California, outdoor living often means 

embracing the sunshine while seeking shelter 
from the occasional heat or rain. A well-designed 
covered patio provides a versatile space for 
year-round enjoyment. Consider incorporating 
retractable awnings, pergolas, or shade sails to 
provide protection from the elements without 
compromising the open-air feel. Furnish the 
patio with comfortable seating, a dining area, 
and perhaps even an outdoor kitchen, creating an 
inviting space for relaxation and entertainment.

Lighting
The right lighting can transform your backyard 

oasis into a magical retreat after the sun sets. 
Incorporate a variety of lighting options, such as 
pathway lights, uplights for trees and architectural 
features, and subtle underwater lighting for 
the pool and spa. Warm, soft lighting creates 
a tranquil atmosphere, while accent lighting 
highlights key elements of your outdoor space, 
adding depth and visual interest.

Creating a backyard oasis encapsulating 
the Californian lifestyle’s spirit is a delightful 
undertaking. You can establish an environment 
that merges relaxation, entertainment, and 
natural elegance by including features like a 
swimming pool, spa, recessed fire pit, decking, 
retaining walls, a sheltered patio, and strategic 
illumination. Bear in mind meticulous attention 

Creating a Backyard Oasis
Embracing the California Outdoor Living Sense

Oz Tzalalihin 
Cornell Graduate 
and Project Manager 
Vitoli Builders

to detail and a unified design philosophy will ensure 
that your backyard oasis transforms into a sanctuary for 
escaping daily routine and immersing oneself in the 
allure of California’s open-air living.
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